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INTRODUCTION METHOD Switching and Cluster Size CONCLUSIONS

* Children with hearing loss (HL) are at risk for Two types of verbal fluency tasks were . 1 Phonemic task may be more difficult
spoken language delays due to inconsistent used: semantic tasks and phonemic tasks ﬁ* than the semantic task for children
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semantic access and organization in children, which
requires an adequate vocabulary, lexical retrieval PARTICIPANTS
ability, and executive functions to perform
optimally.

Previous studies found that children with cochlear

implants (Cls), compared to children with typical 34 with TH, 26 with HAs, and 21 with Cls
hearing (TH), generate fewer words in verbal

fluency tasks, indicating that children with Cls had RESULTS

weaker lexical organization and retrieved words ‘ # + *
less efficiently. Total Number Lu
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Number of Switches, Phonemic Task
Number of Switches, Semantic Task

auditory access. Generate as many words as possible within _ with HL

A verbal fluency task is one way to assess lexical- 60 seconds while following a specific rule — * . Hieg Findings indicate that children with
Cls may have weaker lexical-

* * semantic access and organization

than children with TH
Lexical-semantic networks of
children with HAs may develop

slower than those of children with
TH
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. Participants included 81 English-speaking
children, ages 8 to 12 years.
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